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The press, however, did not fail to comment upon the with-
drawal of this tragedy, and to take note of and quote the po-
litical allusions that occasioned its proscription. The most
anti-Republican of all critics exclaimed, " To this pass has so
much liberty reduced us."
On the 22d of March Mademoiselle Kachel appeared in a
pretty little comedy, in one act, and in verse, by Monsieur
Annand Barthet "Le Moineau de Lesbie" can not be said
to have any plot; it derives all its charm from the light grace
and beauty of its details. It was published a few days before
the breaking out of the Revolution of February, 1848—a sin-
gular time for the appearance of this sweet elegy on the death,
of a sparrow that died nineteen hundred years before it was
written! This souvenir of Rome's far-distant past, evoked
amid the convulsions of a modern crisis, was adopted by
Mademoiselle Rachel one year after its birth, when it was
first put upon the stage.
The scene is laid in Rome, about the time of the war be-
tween Ciesar and Pompey. The poet Catullus is about to
turn Benedict; surrounded by many friends, he makes a liba-
tion to the gods of his youth, whom he renounces to marry
Sexto, "While the gay party, under the influence of the rich
Falernian, extol the pleasures of freedom and lament the ab-
dication of the poet, a message is brought from the bride-elect.
Sextet baa last night had evil dreams; alarmed, she has hast-
ened to consult the augurs, but she would have far more
faith in the words of her betrothed than in their promises.
"Will he come to her? He asks but the time to go to the
Latin Grate for the bridal gift that has been ordered—dia-
monds that are to star that lovely brow—he will be with her
forthwith.
During the temporary absence of the bridegroom, his &ir
friend, the companion of his gayer hours, the charming LesUa,
ignorant of the loss that threatens her, enters. The banquet-
ers, dazzled by the fair apparition, endeavor, each in turn, to
succeed to her recreant lover, and each is in turn laughed at
and dismissed. The narrative of the death of the sparrow
gracefully introduces the reconciliation of the lovers.
However foreign this pretty trifle might seem to Mademoi-

